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Deputy Assistant Secretary Daniel Lawton’s Remarks to the House Foreign Affairs Committee Subcommittee on Europe m e t e 1 e xXu ar at
September 15, 2026 Chairman Self, Ranking Member Keating, distinguished Members of the Subcommittee on Europe,
thank you for the opportunity to testify today on U.S. policy in the Western Balkans. This is an impartant region for U.S.
interests, and we appreciate congressional attention and visits to the region, including Chairman Self's most recent visit
in May. The United States seeks a stable, peaceful, and prosperous Western Balkans that contributes to regional and
global security. We are pursuing positive relations with key actors in the region to maintain stability, expand economic
cooperation, and counter threats that directly affect the United States. Last year, at the thirtieth anniversary
commemoration of the Dayton Peace Agreement, Deputy Secretary Landau made clear that the era of
externallyimposed nation-building is over. As the Deputy Secretary noted, “The United States is not offering unlimited
means for undefined, uncertain, and unrealistic ends.” Instead, we are urging local leaders to forge local solutions to
local problems. We want leaders across the region to move beyond relitigating past disputes and focus instead on
pragmatic initiatives that move their countries forward. This does not mean disengagement. The U.S. remains active in
pursuing constructive outcomes that advance our interests and facilitate local actors in pursuing those local solutions.
We remain ready to work with those prepared to move into the future, but have little interest in those who would
undermine stability for selfish purposes, or who relitigate decades-old grievances. U.S. policy rests on three pillars. The
first is maintaining stability, a prerequisite for all our objectives. Second, we are advancing U.S. economic and
commercial interests through private-sector-led growth and investment climates that welcome American business. We
see these two pillars —stability and prosperity - as mutually reinforcing. Third, we are warking with our pariners to
counter threats, including from Balkan transnational criminal organizations that directly cooperate with Western
Hemisphere cartels that threaten the United States. We pursue these objectives through sustained, high-level
engagement and the use of all the tools at our disposal. Actors realize we have these additional tools enacted by Trafikonin sasi té médha kokaine/
Congress at our disposal. We also expect European partners to carry a greater share of the region’s security burden. Goditet banda shqiptare né Belgjiké,
For our W, n Balkan NATO allies, this includes by modernizing their militaries and meeting NATO defense spending  arrestohet Gert ‘Gjenerali’

conmun gl syerpésyl riuckapetime B00-dozaheroingsee: e
committe! He[zeggvina's sqvereigy p territqrial integrity and to the stability brought by the Dayton
Agreemel BjmlMa a v QBn rSthH‘presemng the country’s legal cohesion and
constituti rder while securing lhe withdrawal of the Republika Srpska's most anti-Dayton legislation. Reduced
tensions nd sﬂéc‘ézfdpfﬂ%ﬁpggs on the Southern Interconnection gas pipeline with Croatia, which will diversify

Bosnia's ﬂy siEMABROSEENETIN will also promote economic growth while creating opportunities for U.S.
companie!

rml of Bosnia and Herzegovina will cast their ballots in elections, and we stand ready to
work the new lead interests. Similarly, the United States remains committed to Kosovo's independence
and territorial integrfi Pefa{a @SB GrroSART M/ AafIarER WIS KRER40d BEEcArino e faily hardasen hindered by Sekuestrohen 3 automjete luksoze né

repeated eiemmnsemﬁm%éfﬁ@méﬁ%@%@. and the delayed formation of the institutions required to advance Vloré, nis hetimi pasuror ndaj pronaréve
our shared priorities. We have urged Kosovo's leaders to bring this process to conclusion in accordance with the ’

Constitution and coptt yipas. Wie baNmalse SrieeoNEefaaMas et Ieuahaauting ¥y Rodrng of Kosovo's
Serbian populatiory, At ghite 394 R A BRE KIS 10 h HEHE pRLTELIHPHE 1S UrkelBY Habaswa s (o preserve

stability. The NATO-l F K"%‘?:}‘é’nF?ﬁ grmmaég cn}rcﬂl to maintaining a safe and secure environment in Kosovo and is
supported by U.S. force contributions. In Serbra we are advocating for the United States as the partner of choice to

counter adversariahiplldgnse: Bt BEPHS fEjRIPTHngeand our bilateral partnership is getting stronger. In July, we

hosted the first-ever U.S.-Serbia Strategic Dialogue advancing energy, defense, security, and commercial cooperation.

Engagement with thisyiReiaécountry in the regional balance will remain critical to safeguarding U.S. interests.

Normalization of relations, and the maintenance of peace, between Serbia and Kosovo is essential to regional stability. Shpérthim né Shijak! Zbulohet emri i
Significant progressetas esiteired since the 2020 Washington Agreement, which President Trump brokered during his pronarit té banesés ku u vendos

first Ferm‘ Neverth 'fﬁiiiﬂﬁ‘ﬁgs';%"?tﬂ%l’ vcfig[)%iarlrlieé because, ?ll;iztgss tu.uem political will on both sides. We eksplozivi

continue to urge b -provocations, uphcld their commitments, and resume direct talks

without preconditi orking ciosery wnh our NATO ally Albania to dismantle transnaticnal criminal

organizations and expand market access for U.S. cumpames A recently finalized Foreign Military Financing loan will
help Albania meet Bitrkgs A Metheiherng pahurain s made equipment. North
Macedonia and M¢ ) . bgl}ﬁ% ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂﬁ%kgﬁﬁﬁbﬂﬂﬂ{ﬁ B%hﬂ&%“’é‘ﬁ}% advancing strategic priorities and
key projects that i nal connectivity. North Macedonia is on a credible path to meet its NATO defense
spending commitrs e st Amadefiesios dilope Edoa pitihdeapanjelfiamkamjséroads, North Macedonia is poised
to receive and col L horihdipiaTic e ce mb Htprecedenidi praalévelop north-south and east-west transportation
infrastructure projd North Macedonia Strategic Dialogue held in April reaffirmed both countries’
commitment to working together to advance these strategic lines of effort. Similarly, the recently concluded U.S.-
Montenegro Intergovernmental Agreement locks in a framework for cooperation, including on the Adriatic-lonian
corridor. These projects are vital to regional connectivity and expanding opportunities for U.S. companies in the region.
Our engagements in the Western Balkans are tied to achievable objectives and measurable results. Qur focus is on
supporting pragmatic, locally driven solutions, expanding economic and security cooperation, and advancing American
interests. Thank you, and | look forward to your questions.

'Rama jepe doréhegjen!’ Tirané zgjohet
me protesta, policia shogéron 7
protestues

Si u rrézua banda shqiptare e trafikantéve
nga imazhi i njé luani i krijuar me TA

Si arriti té fitonte liriné Lulzim Caka né
Shqipéri! Emri me té cilin jetonte né
Greqi, cfaré u zbulua né vilén e tij
luksoze



Trafikanti shqiptar i shpéton burgut:
Partnerja ka depresion dhe dhimbje
kronike

Arrestimi i Gert ‘Gjeneralit’/ Kokaina né
Shqipéri u kap nga Europoli, ishte
fshehur né njé kontejner

Alarmi pér bombé né njé shkollé né
Tirané rezulton fals, arrestohet njé
person/ EMRI

TE NGJASHME

Arrestohet né flagrancé njé efektiv I dhunojné dhe arrestojné/ Policia Arrestimi i Gert ‘Gjeneralit’/ Kokaina  Shpérthim né Shijak! Zbulohet emri i

policie, dy té tjeré hetohen né gjendje  prangos 12 protestues se thirrén: né Shqipéri u kap nga Europoli, ishte  pronarit té banesés ku u vendos

té liré Rama jepe doréhegjen fshehur né njé kontejner eksplozivi

Sekuestrohen 3 automjete luksoze né  Trafikonin sasi t& médha kokaine/ Ngjarja qé tronditi Gjermaningé/

Vloré, nis hetimi pasuror ndaj Goditet banda shgiptare né Belgjike, Torturuan 14-vjecarin dhe e filmuan,

pronaréve arrestohet Gert ‘Gjenerali’ mes autoréve edhe shgiptaré

Pamja kétu éshté e ri-koduar pér ta futur né dokument. Artefakti autoritar €shté skedari WebP i ruajtur, dhe hash-i i tij éshté ai i shtypur te fagja e paré — pra
dallimi éshté i verifikueshém, jo i fshehur.



