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Former Hungarian culture minister arrested over

suspected abuse of NKA funds

Balazs Hanko, Hungary's former culture minister and a sitting member of parliament, has been arrested on
suspicion of embezzling funds from the National Cultural Fund (NKA), an institution under the Ministry of Culture.

According to the Hungarian Prosecutor’s Office, he was detained on Monday evening at the premises of the
National Tax and Customs Administration after parliament had approved the lifting of his immunity.

Hanko has denied the allegations. Shortly before his arrest, during a live broadcast on Prime Minister Viktor
Orban’'s Facebook page, he said, “my conscience is clear” and described the proceedings as a “political trial.”

The case concerns suspicions that the NKA distributed billions of forints in state grants to artists and
organizations close to the Fidesz party through a non-transparent mechanism. All the individuals and entities
mentioned have denied any wrongdoing.

As part of the same investigation, police searched in July the offices where Fidesz's internet servers are located.
Authorities are investigating suspicions of “embezzlement and other criminal offenses” that may be linked to the
cultural fund.

Hanko is the second high-ranking official to be detained within a single day. Miklos Sesztak, national
development minister in Orban’s government from 2014 to 2018, was also arrested on Monday. He is being
investigated on suspicion of bribery but also denies any wrongdoing.

The arrests come as Prime Minister Peter Magyar's government has stepped up efforts to combat corruption and
the misuse of public funds. According to Magyar, these practices have cost Hungary the equivalent of 8% to 10%
of its gross domestic product in recent years, during the rule of former Prime Minister Viktor Orban.

Orban has rejected allegations that he tolerated corruption with impunity during his 16 years in power.

LiveTV

Jo
1]

té fundit/

£ Té shténa gjaté
operacioni antidrogé né
Qaféshtamé

PDK: Ndryshimi i ligjit
pér Specialen nuk
duhet té lidhet me...

Martin Odegaard prané
zgjatjes sé kontratés
me Arsenalin,...

< Von der Leyen viziton
B Kosoven me 1 tetor,
BE-ja harton...

Arrestohet ish-ministri
hungarez i Kulturés,
dyshohet pér abuzim...

5 SHBA pérmbyll praniné
| ushtarake né Irak pas
23 vitesh, rriten...

i Nga pijet alkoalike te
motogikletat, hyn né
fugi urdhri i Trump pé...

‘ E " ARTIKULL JOETIK?

Esim for Glabal | Esim for Europe | Esim
for Caribbean | Esim for USA | Esim for
Italy | Esim for Spain | Esim for Turkey |
Esim for Germany | Esim for Greece |
Esim for Asia | Esim for World Cup 2026 |
Esim for Saudi Arabia | Esim for Egypt |
Esim for United Arab Emirates | Esim for
Balkans | Esim for Morocco | Esim for
China | Esim for United Kingdom | Esim
for Africa | Esim for Latin America | Esim
for GCC Gulf Cooperation Council | Esim
for Middle East | Esim for South America |
Esim for Canada | Esim for Mexico | Esim
for Japan | Esim for Albania | Esim for
Kosovo | Esim for Switzerland | Esim for
Tunisia | Esim for South Africa | Esim for
Algeria | Esim for Portugal | Esim for
Brazil | Esim for Argentina | Esim for
Colombia | Esim for Hong Kong | Esim for
Thailand | Esim for Macau | Esim for
Malaysia | Esim for Vietnam | Esim for
South Korea | Esim for Austria | Esim for
Netherlands | Esim for Australia | Esim for
Russia | Esim for India | Esim for Chile |
Esim for Peru | Esim for Poland | Esim for
North Macedonia | Esim for Sweden |
Esim for Finland | Esim for Norway | Esim
for Belgium




In a Facebook post, Magyar hailed Monday as a significant day, declaring that after decades, many Hungarians
were seeing what he called “equality before the law” being enforced.

Investigations into Hanko and Sesztak are continuing, while authorities may also examine other suspected cases
of corruption and the misuse of public funds.
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