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Hofreiter: SPAK must act without political
pressure, fight against corruption crucial for EU
integration

Albania aims to complete the closure of the European Union negotiation chapters in 2027, but it still has
important tasks to fulfill in order to achieve this objective, particularly in tackling corruption.

Anton Hofreiter, chairman of the Committee on European Affairs in the German Bundestag, made this
assessment during his visit to Tirana in an interview with DW. He stressed that SPAK must carry out its duties
independently of politics, calling for there to be no interference, including through public statements. In his view,
compliance with environmental standards is also part of the rule of law, and Albania should not give opponents of
EU membership grounds to block the process.

DW: Albania has faced one of the largest protests in its history in defense of the environment. How do you
assess this protest?

Anton Hofreiter: My view is clear. Albania, like the overwhelming majority of its citizens, wants to join the
European Union. To enter the EU, a country must implement European laws, which are based above all on the
rule of law. Environmental protection is also part of this principle. For this reason, my message is that the rule of
law must be respected.

DW: What tangible changes does Germany expect from Albania before full membership in the European Union?

Anton Hofreiter: The main priority is to continue efforts to fight corruption. Freedom of expression, democracy
and the rule of law are equally important. In addition, the country must fulfill technical obligations, including food
safety, as well as other political issues related to the environment. Albania needs investment and has every right
to attract investors, but every investment must comply with European legislation if the aim is EU membership.
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DW: According to statistics, corruption continues to be a major problem in Albania. Could this affect the pace of
the negotiations?

Anton Hofreiter: Corruption is a concern in many countries. In Albania, we have also seen investigations and
cases at the highest levels, and this can be viewed as a positive development because it shows that no one is
above the law. At the same time, we expect SPAK to be able to do its job and for politics not to exert any kind of
influence, not even through statements. It must be clearly emphasized that the fight against corruption is among
the most important issues for any country seeking membership in the European Union.

DW: How can Germany support Albania on its path toward the EU?

Anton Hofreiter: Germany strongly supports Albania, both in the areas of legislation and infrastructure, as well as
through financial assistance and advice. The reason is that we want Albania to become part of the European
Union. However, a great deal of work remains, and completing all the chapters by the end of next year would be
a very ambitious objective. We will continue to help the country, but the government and parliament still have a
great deal of work to do, both to adopt legislation and to implement it.

DW: You describe 2027 as a very ambitious deadline for closing the chapters. How achievable is this goal?

Anton Hofreiter: This objective is possible. But afterward, the ratification process will also have to take place,
along with all the other issues related to this procedure. For this reason, the best course for politicians and for
everyone who wants Albania to join the EU is to perform their duties as well as possible. Within the European
Union, there are also people who do not support Albania’s membership, particularly right-wing populists. If they
are not given arguments against this membership, then Albania’s friends, among whom | count myself, will have
an easier time securing the majorities needed for the country to truly become part of the European Union.
Therefore, my appeal to all politicians is to do their jobs as well as possible. This would create the opportunity for
Albania to join the European Union.

Tags: albania , Miscellaneous , news

LIGJI PER UCK-NE

DUHET TE KALOJ NESER!
Netanyahu calls for full Accident in Ksamil, 28- Not in my name” to stay lotova: Dialogue with North
security review of foreign year-old hospitalized after ~ overnight in front of the Macedonia, but not under
flights to Israel after... motorbike leaves the road  Assembly, protest to begi... pressure from ultimatums

OVL-UCK moves Monday's Speeches end outside the  Scandal involving
was spent on gambling in protest to 9:00, in line with  prime minister’s office, Raiffeisen Bank escalates
Macedonia over six months the Assembly session protesters march through... as money disappears ev...

albe © 2003 - Albeu Online Media. Té gjitha té drejtat jané té rezervuara!

Kryesore Kategori




\ Balluku

003 - Té gjitha té drejtat jané t& rezervuaral

Pamja kétu éshté e ri-koduar pér ta futur né dokument. Artefakti autoritar €shté skedari WebP i ruajtur, dhe hash-i i tij €shté ai i shtypur te fagja e paré — pra
dallimi éshté i verifikueshém, jo i fshehur.



