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Former BND chief August Hanning arrested and

investigated for espionage and divulging state
secrets

Former head of Germany's Federal Intelligence Service (BND) August Hanning has been arrested by German
authorities and is under investigation for espionage and the leaking of classified state information, the Bild
newspaper reported.

Hanning, who headed the BND from 1998 to 2005, is suspected of espionage, high treason and collaborating
with a foreign power.

Investigators from the Federal Criminal Police Office (BKA) detained him early Tuesday at his home in
Nordwalde, near Miinster.

According to Bild, the former intelligence chief is suspected of purchasing classified data from a former senior
BND official, with the intention of reselling it through his consulting activities.

In Bavaria, authorities also arrested another former senior BND official, Manfred D., who had previously headed
Hanning's office and continued to serve until spring 2026.

Manfred D. is expected to appear before the Federal Court of Justice in Karlsruhe, while Hanning's hearing has
been scheduled for Wednesday.

The two former officials have been implicated in investigations linked to the case of German businesswoman
Christina Block. She is on trial, together with other individuals, for the violent abduction of her two children.

During this investigation, evidence was found of data being extracted from the BND. The information in question
had been prepared for an “official intelligence briefing” at the German Chancellery.
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After ending his career in public service, Hanning worked as a consultant in security and international business.
Bild writes that he had maintained contacts with Russia and China, including state agencies in both countries,
and is also suspected of having communication channels close to the Kremlin.

The newspaper reports that Hanning had also faced major financial difficulties for years after part of his pension
was seized.

This is believed to have been caused by his membership on the supervisory board of a bank in the Ballic states
that collapsed following the actions of an oligarch.

Liability was also sought from the members of the supervisory board, including Hanning, as well as from former
NATO Secretary General and former Danish Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen.

It remains unclear whether Hanning's financial problems are connected to the alleged agreements to sell state
secrets. In September 2025, the Hamburg Regional Court searched his property in Westerwald and the offices
where he conducted his activities.

Officially, at that time the investigation was linked only to the Christina Block case. However, suspicions had been
raised by the deployment of an undercover investigator at a company connected to Hanning.

According to Bild, this development could indicate that an investigation into possible high treason had already
begun at that time.

Before taking over as head of the BND, August Hanning had served at West Germany's Permanent Mission in
East Berlin. He remained at the head of the service from 1998 until November 2005.

Hanning was later appointed to a senior position at Germany’s Interior Ministry, where he was responsible for
overseeing the security services while Wolfgang Schéauble was minister.

Tags: world

u !

Jorida Tabaku: Rama is London guarantees Video/ Spectacular rai in PDK lawmakers head to

handing Rinia Park to a Fairford's security after US  Sicily, 12 robbers use an the Kosovo Assembly
party loyalist and taking...  bombers withdraw excavator to destroy two...

) : i gy =
{ = SN ] NS e ;
h \;__,J).__‘.._,; _ - -

Dugolli: Hamza's statement Haxhiu asks Constitutional ~ North Macedonia Customs  Focus on the road” —
shows the aim was to Court to interpret the cracks down on Ministry of Interior
return to elections exercise of presidential... international drug trafficki... intensifies checks on the...

albeu © 2003 - Albeu Online Media. T& gjitha t& drejtat jané té rezervuara!

Kryesore Kategori Linget




from Albania

003 - Té gjitha té& drejtat jané t& rezervuara!

Pamja kétu éshté e ri-koduar pér ta futur né dokument. Artefakti autoritar éshté skedari WebP i ruajtur, dhe hash-i i tij &shté ai i shtypur te fagja e paré — pra
dallimi &shté i verifikueshém, jo i fshehur.



