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Syrian former general accused of war crimes finds refuge in Lebanon with US approval
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A former Syrian general wanted for crimes against humanity and linked to Syria's chemical weapons program is
staying in Lebanon with financial support and protection from Lebanese and US authorities, according to a BBC
investigation.

The man is Bassam al-Hassan, once a senior adviser to President Bashar al-Assad, who is believed to have
moved to Lebanon after the regime fell in 2024.
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The BBC approached the FBI, the CIA and Lebanon’s General Directorate of General Security for comment. Only

the FBI responded, but it declined to discuss the specific findings, referring instead to an earlier statement

emphasizing that its priority is determining Tice's fate and securing his return.

Documents reviewed by the BBC show that during a meeting between Hassan, representatives of the FBI and
CIA, and Lebanese officials, he was promised “shelter,” “protection” and help with living expenses in exchange
for information. mainlv concernina the Tice case.



Sources close to the agreement claimed that Hassan receives funds from US authorities through an intermediary,
making the transactions more difficult to trace. Hassan is also on the US government’s sanctions list.

Hassan told US investigators that Austin Tice had been executed on the orders of former President Bashar al-
Assad. However, several people involved in the investigation have expressed doubts about the accuracy of these
claims.

He also identified a possible location where Tice's remains might have been found. But searches in the area
produced no results, raising questions about the credibility of some of his information.

Two sources claimed that US authorities halted the excavation before the search was completed, possibly for
security reasons.

Phil Elwood, a spokesman for Austin Tice’s family, described the situation as troubling and said that if the reports
are true, it is unacceptable for US taxpayers’' money to be used to support a person linked to chemical weapons
used against Syrian civilians.

The BBC investigation suggests that Hassan is not the only former Syrian regime official implicated in the Tice
case to have received payments or assistance to live abroad.

A former regime member claimed to have received several payments from the FBI in exchange for cooperation in
the Tice case. Another former official involved in the matter said he lives in Lebanon under the “patronage” of US
authorities.

Meanwhile, several other people linked to the kidnapping of the American journalist are believed to be in
Lebanon or the United Arab Emirates.

Austin Tice, a former US Marine and freelance journalist, was kidnapped in Damascus in August 2012. His fate
and whereabouts remain unknown.

Tags: world

Serious accident on the The Pentagon asks The death of the 87-year- Currency exchange: 7H W
Maqellaré—Peshkopi road: CENTOM to prepare for old woman who became a  much the dollar and euro
7 people injured, includin... new military operations... symbol of Spain’s housin... are hought and sold for,...

Israel plans to close British ~ Rain overnight and falling Jeanne Shaheen named an Bank of Albania keeps bhase
consulate in Jerusalem as ~ temperatures as autumn honorary citizen of rate at 2.5%, but signals
11 people are arrested at... brings colder air masses Sarajevo, with Kosovo vi...  future increase

albeu 2003 - 2026 Albeu Online Media. Té gjitha té drejtat jané t& rezervuara!

Kryesore Kategori

Lif




ir rizren

from Albania = Moti né Tetové

003 - 2026 TE gjitha t& drejtat jané t& rezervuaral

Pamja kétu éshté e ri-koduar pér ta futur né dokument. Artefakti autoritar éshté skedari WebP i ruajtur, dhe hash-i i tij &shté ai i shtypur te fagja e paré — pra
dallimi &shté i verifikueshém, jo i fshehur.



